
INDONESIA

UNITY IN DIVERSITY





Highlight:

• Country with more than 17.000 islands, 6.000 inhabitants 

• Country in Southeast Asia, in equatorial line. 

• More than 450 Languages

• Six religions (major religions) and a lot of Indigenous belief systems with Muslim as the 
majority (over 80 %, of 275.000.000 people) but choose to become a republic and 
democratic country. 

•  Have a lot of cultures and tribes.

• Official language: Indonesian

• Official Currency: Rupiah Indonesia (IDR)



Names:

•Nusantara

•Hindia Belanda (Dutch India)

• Indonesia







History:

• Ancient: tribes from Melanesian and Austronesian colonies. 

• Influenced by Hinduism and Buddhism: 4th Century AD: established 
kingdoms and the first kingdom that united all of the lands that 
called Indonesia now was Majapahit. 

• Influenced by Muslims from the 11th Century, established a lot of 
kingdoms also, and began the war with colonialism from Europe.

• Colonized by Portuguese (1511), Dutch (1595), English (1892-1894), 
and Japanese (1942-1945)

• Independence: 17th August 1945



culture

• Indonesia has 7241 different cultures.

• Different: language, custom, tradition, and Indigenous belief system.

• Can be separated by sea, but can also be separated as close as village and 
region.

• Even face, sometimes is different.



Religion, diversity & tolerance 

• Six religions that are acknowledged by the government: Islam, Protestant, 
Catholic, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Konghucu. 

• Lot of indigenous belief system that are still practiced by some local tribes: 
parmalim, Kejawen, Marapu etc.

• Have a great tolerance, but not without trouble. 

• Tolerance: derived from the foundation of the nation.

• Acceptance and harmony: unity in diversity, as a key.



Geography

• Lot of islands, that in the ice age separated into two parts, western with whole Asia as 
a continent and Eastern with the whole Australia as a continent

• Diverse of flora and fauna: Famous Wallace line.

• Country in the area of ring of fire: a lot of volcanic activities: Toba, Krakatoa, Tambora 
and lot of other volcanic disasters





tourism

• One of the “you must visit” place in the 
world.

• Nature and culture

• Lot of tourist from all over the world visit 
Indonesia every year.



Catholic church in indonesia

• Christianity: from the 12th Century, probably from the Syro-
Malabar Church in India, but it was not established well.

• Come with the Portuguese (1511), and spread mainly by the great 
work of St. Francis Xavier.

• Dutch Catholics, especially in the 19th Century, who are 
extraordinarily indigenous (separated themselves from 
Colonialists at the time and fought with local people)

• Involved in the independence project: along with other leaders of 
another religions.



Catholic…

• Mission: derived from nation and country: no more 
oppression, no more slaves, the mission of God is the 
mission of the freedom of humans.

• Coins of Caesar: 100% Catholic and 100% Indonesian 
(Msgr. Soegyapranata, first Indonesian bishop and 
national hero). 

• Serve nation in religion and public services like 
education and health system. 

• Stand with oppressed people. 
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